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Career Milestones 
 
 
1982 – 1988  Academic education (Biology in Bayreuth) 
1988 – 1991 PhD Thesis (Effect of soil drought on xylem and phloem transport in Ricinus 
 communis and its importance for root-shoot interaction; University of 
Bayreuth;  
 Prof. E.-D. Schulze) 
1991 – 2001 Group leader at the Institute of Botany, University of Heidelberg (Prof. M. 
Stitt) 
2000 Habilitation (Plant Sciences; University of Heidelberg) 
2001 - present Director of the Institute for Chemistry and Dynamics of the Geosphere: 
Institute  Phytospehre, Forschungszentrum Jülich, Germany 
2004 Director of the Virtual Institute Biotic Interaction (ViBi) 
2005 Member of the Executive Board of the European Plant Science 
Organisation  (EPSO); since 2008: Vice President of EPSO 
2006 – 2008 Research Director for the Division Environment of Forschungszentrum 
Jülich 
2006 – present Member of the Exectuive Board of the European Technology Platform 
Plants for  the Future  
2007-present Member of the Steering Committee of the European Technology Platform 
Biofuels 
2007 Director of the Virtual Institute Portable NMR (VIp-NMR) 
2008 - present Member of the Workgroup Plant innovation of the German Bioeconomy 
Council  (Bioökonomierat) 
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