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Chief  Scientific Officer  
Dick Flavell joined Ceres in 1998. From 1987 to 1998, he was the Director of the John Innes 
Centre in Norwich, England, a premier plant and microbial research institute. He has published 
over 200 scientific articles, lectured widely and contributed significantly to the development of 
modern biotechnology in agriculture. His research group in the United Kingdom was among the 
very first worldwide to successfully clone plant DNA, isolate and sequence plant genes, and 
produce transgenic plants. Dr. Flavell is an expert in plant genomics, having produced the first 
molecular maps of plant chromosomes to reveal the constituent sequences. He has been a 
leader in European plant biotechnology, initiating and guiding a pan-European organization to 
manage large EU plant biotechnology research programs more effectively. In 1999, Dr. Flavell 
was named a Commander of the British Empire for his contributions to plant and microbial 
sciences. Dr. Flavell received his Ph.D. from the University of East Anglia and is a Fellow of 
EMBO and of The Royal Society of London. He is currently an Adjunct Professor in the 
Department of Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology at the University of California at 
Los Angeles. Since coming to Ceres he has overseen the development of a leading plant 
genomics program and contributed to the conversion of Ceres to a fully integrated seed 
company focused on dedicated energy crops and C4 grasses in particular. 

 


